PRELIMINARY REMARKS.

THE "Church militant" is a phrase which,
however distasteful, the Church is obliged to own
as measurably descriptive, because of the antag-
onism of the world. In her current history cir-
cumstances often arise, through the tactics of her
enemies, that require restatements and new ad-
justments of the general argument by which the
interests of revealed truth must ever be de-
fended. From this contest she need expect no ex-
emption until her Lord shall come to put an end
to it. Meanwhile, however weary, she must not
grow impatient in the necessary duty of " con-
tending for the faith once delivered to the saints."
The exigencies of the times, if we may judge from
his " Will," seemed to the Founder of this lec-
tureship to require such a presentation of the
argument anew as should pay especial attention
to the "present aspects of modern infidelity/'
which, seemingly, are as newly chiselled faces to
the old stones of a badly battered and dismantled
fortress. Whatever the aspects, however, infidel-
ity is always and everywhere the same old malig-
nant in spirit and intent; but its weapons and its